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Don’t Make Me Get Dressed is a show about the feelings we have when we choose our clothes and when we put them on. It 
explores how clothing transforms us, surprises us and makes us feel differently about ourselves and the world around us.  We 
are hidden in our clothes; we are vulnerable in our clothes; we are empowered by our clothes. This theme of clothing lets us 
(sneakily!) reflect on, acknowledge and celebrate children's inner lives and their developing emotional intelligence. 

This show features puppetry, live music, physical theater, and the recorded voices of over 20 children, ages 3-11, who 
speak about their clothes, feelings, and everything in-between.  We are also drawing inspiration from these 
artists, stories, and research: Erwin Wurm; Mummenschanz; Arielle Bobb Willis; Will Dorner; The Rabbit 
Listened by Cori Doerrfeld; Atlas of the Heart by Brené Brown; and Between Us by Batja Mesquita.

Don’t Make Me Get Dressed
an extraordinary adventure about an ordinary activity

This project is supported by a 2023 Jim Henson Foundation family grant, a 2023 Puppeteers 
of America Rufus and Margo Rose Endowment Fund grant, and it is generously supported 

by Puppet Showplace Theater’s Incubator program.

ABOUT THE SHOW

Bonnie searches through piles of clothes and 
finds two shirt sleeves who can’t seem to get 
along. 

An itchy sweater decides that eating other 
clothes will soothe its pain.   

A sweater that doesn’t quite fit comes to life 
as a puppy named Lila. 

The Big Outside World can be scary and the 
only place to hide is inside a dress…that 
becomes an elephant. 

Stains happen to us all. They make us slow 
down and reflect. 

Success is more than an outfit:  it’s a state of 
mind.

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE

This is a show about the feelings 
we have when we choose our 

clothes…  

but also about when our clothes 
come to life and choose us. 

http://thegottabees.com
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WHERE WE’VE BEEN 
The Gottabees are based in Boston and their work has 
been performed in 19 states, 5 countries, for over 45,000 
people and was awarded an UNIMA-USA Citation of 
Excellence. Their projects have been funded by the Jim 
Henson Foundation, Puppeteers of America, USArtists 
International, and the Boston Foundation.  

The Gottabees have been featured at the Center for 
Puppetry Arts (Atlanta, GA), Detroit Institute of the Arts 
(Michigan), Casteliers (Montréal), AHA! International 
Theater Festival for Children (India), and Chicago 
International Puppet Theater Festival (Illinois) to name 
a few. 

The Gottabees are passionate 
about community, family joy and 

empowerment and have been 
guiding families through stage 

performances, interactive 
experiences, and audio 
adventures since 2013. 

Bonnie Duncan (lead artist / performer-designer-fabricator) is a Boston-based theater maker.  She creates work grounded in 
joy, truth, and magic and invites audiences to imagine themselves as creators of their own world.  She has been entertaining 
audiences of 5 to 5000 people, from Bangalore to Kalamazoo, as a dancer, acrobat, costume designer, and puppeteer — as a 
solo artist and in touring companies for the last 22 years most notably with Snappy Dance Theater and They Gotta Be Secret 
Agents.  She is also mother to three children who are growing up a bit too quickly.      

Dan Milstein (co-creator / director) is the founding Artistic Director of Boston’s Rough & Tumble Theater with whom he 
made over thirteen original plays and was a Critic’s Pick for Best Fringe Theater multiple years running.  He has directed all 
of The Gottabees’ shows and holds fast to his quixotic belief that theater should be cheap, fun, and deeply satisfying.  

Brendan Burns (music composer / performer / audio engineer) is a guitarist & educator based in Boston, MA.  Brendan is a 
founding member of the music & puppetry troupe: Elephant Tango Ensemble (nominated for an IRNE) and former director of 
the house band for Bent Wit Cabaret. 

Anthony Leva (music composer / performer) is a multi-disciplinary musician & educator in Cambridge, MA who is known for 
his playful, responsive and supportive bass lines. He has recorded on over 30 albums to date and regularly performs with the 
Dylan Jack Quartet, Charlie Kohlhase’s Explorer’s Club, Eric Hofbauer, Jaggery and the Singer Mali Trio.  He is on faculty 
at the Longy School of Music and is a teacher-facilitator at Tunefoolery where music is used as a tool for social change. 

Penney Pinette (costume concept co-designer) grew up in the untamed woods of Maine where she spent hours studying the 
shapes and colors in nature. As a Boston-based designer focusing in dance and theatre, she is currently Boston University’s 
Costume Shop Manager.  

ABOUT THE GOTTABEES

http://thegottabees.com
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Show Listing 

Don’t Make Me Get Dressed 
Created & performed by The Gottabees 

For every child who has struggled to get into their clothes 
first thing in the morning (and for every parent who has 
fought valiantly in the battleground of the morning 
routine), comes Don't Make Me Get Dressed – a gloriously 
silly and inventive ode to the feelings we have when we 
choose our clothes…and to what happens when our clothes 
come to life and choose us. 

Don’t Make Me Get Dressed features The Gottabees’ 
trademark mix of puppetry, joyously absurd silliness, 
physical theater, live music, and surprising poignancy.  
Plus the voices of over 20 children, ages 3-12! 

Community Outreach Inspirations 
✴ Encourage audience members to wear mis-matched 

clothes to the show. 
✴ Create a social media campaign of community submitted 

photos of kids (and adults) wearing silly outfits.   
✴ Create a dress-up station / photo booth before or after 

the show. 
✴ Hold a clothing drive for a local non-profit organization. 

General Technical Needs 
✴ Recommended Audience: ages 3 & up; family 

audiences; pre-K-5th grade Audience Size: up to 300 
✴ Performance Time: 35 minutes plus Interactive 

Demonstration / Question & Answer session with 
audience  

✴ Stage Requirements: minimum of 15 feet wide x 15 
feet deep x 10 feet high, clear space with clean, safe 
floor 

✴ Lighting & Sound Requirements: three electrical 
outlets no more than 10 feet of stage area, adequate 
general lighting of stage area or focused stage lights 
(lighting looks & cue sheet provided to venue). 

✴ Performed with LIVE MUSIC only.  
✴ Set-Up / Breakdown Time: 120 minutes for set up 

with arrival to space 2.5 hours prior to performance or 
house open; 45 minutes for breakdown 

✴ More detailed TECH RIDER available upon 
request

"The goodest 
puppet show I ever 
saw!" – 5 year old

“My kids asked when it 

was coming to Netflix so 

they can watch it 

again.” – parent

For Photos & Other Information: 
Further Information:   

http://www.bonnie-duncan.com/dont-make-me-get-dressed.html 

Downloadable Hi-Resolution Photos:  
https://bit.ly/getdressedPICS

workshops, residencies, community 
outreach  activities available upon request

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

http://thegottabees.com
http://www.bonnie-duncan.com/dont-make-me-get-dressed.html
https://bit.ly/getdressedPICS
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